
United State's'Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-4.450 

WUTV.USptO.gOV 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. [ CONFIRMATION NO 



09/640.805 



08/17/2000 



20999 f 7590 02/27/2004 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG 
745 FIFTH AVENUE- lOTHFL. 
NEW YORK, NY 10151 



Yushi Ihara 



450100-02652 



6208 



EXAMINER 



FOSTER, AJSTRM B 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2624 

DATE MAILED: 02/27/2004 



J 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this appHcation or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/640,805 



Examiner 

Justin Foster 



Applicant(s) 

IHARA. YUSHI 



Art Unit 

2624 



" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 



States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fukunaga, et al 
(6,603,737). With regard to claim 1, Fukunaga discloses an image processing apparatus (DVC 
101, figure lA) comprising image processing means (DVC 101, figure lA) for generating 
desired still image data corresponding to image data inputted from outside (it is inherent that a 
digital video camera generates image data inputted from outside); printing control information 
generating means (command register 43-1, figure 34) for generating the printing control 
information for controlling a printing device ("The command is used for printing", column 22, 
lines 38-39); outputting means (1394 serial bus, figure 1 A) for having the still image data 
generated by said image processing means included in a packet pursuant to the IEEE 1394 
standard for outputting to a printing device (inherent from "printer 102 and a digital video 
camera 101 are connected via a 1394 serial bus", column 6, lines 23-27), said outputting means 
defining the printing control information generated by said printing control information 
generating means by an AV/C command set consistent with an FCP pursuant to the IEEE 1394 
standard ("FCP packet frame returned from the target . . . AV/C response frame", column 18, 
lines 2-3) for outputting to said printing device ("In an AV/C protocol, a Function Control 
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Protocol is provided to control devices", column 17, lines 61-62); said outputting means 
outputting said printing control information ("A command sent from the image providing device 
to the printer is written as a command frame into a command register", column 22, lines 36-38) 
and subsequently outputting said still image data to said printing device ("Print data sent from 
the image providing device to the printer is written into a data register", column 22, lines 43-45). 

3. With regard to claim 2, Fukunaga discloses the invention as stated in claim 1. Fukunaga 
fiirther discloses wherein said printing control information contains printing layout information 
("The format type commands include a command SetFormat to set a format", column 24, lines 
63-64, a format inherently contains printing layout information). 

4. With regard to claim 3, Fukunaga discloses an image processing method (column 2, line 
30) comprising generating desired still image data corresponding to image data inputted from 
outside ("form an image based on image data provided from the image providing device", 
column 21, lines 46-47); generating the printing control information for controlling a printing 
device ("A command sent from the image providing device to the printer ... is used for printing", 
column 22, lines 36-39); defining the generated printing control information by an AV/C 
command set conforming to an FCP pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard for outputting to said 
printing device ("FCP packet frame sent from the controller . . . AV/C command frame", column 
17, line 67 through column 18, line 1); and having the generated still image data included in a 
packet pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard for outputting to said printing device (inherent from 
"printer 102 and a digital video camera 101 are cormected via a 1394 serial bus", column 6, lines 
23-27). 
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5. With regard to claim 4, Fukunaga discloses the invention as stated in claim 3. Fukunaga 
further discloses wherein said printing control information contains printing layout information 
("The format type commands include a command SetFormat to set a format", column 24, lines 
63-64, a format inherently contains printing layout information). 

6. With regard to claim 5, Fukunaga discloses a printing device (printer 102, figure 1 A) 
comprising input means (1394 serial bus, figure 1 A) for inputting still image data ("image data 
provided from the image providing device", column 21, lines 46-47) included in a packet 
pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard (inherent from "printer 102 and a digital video camera 101 
are connected via a 1394 serial bus", column 6, lines 23-27) and the printing control information 
(command register 43-1, figure 34) defined in an AV/C command set consistent with an FCP 
pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard ("FCP packet frame retumed from the target . . . AV/C 
response frame", column 18, lines 2-3); and printing means (printer 102, figure lA) for printing 
the still image data inputted to said input means ("enable the printer to form an image based on 
image data provided from the image providing device", column 21, lines 46-47); said still image 
data being inputted to said input means after inputting said printing control information thereto 
(figure 34, command frame containing control information is sent before data frame containing 
print data); said printing means printing said still image data in accordance with said printing 
control information ("A command sent from the image providing device to the printer ... is used 
for printing", column 22, lines 36-39). 

7. With regard to claim 6, Fukunaga discloses the invention as stated in claim 5. Fukunaga 
further discloses wherein said printing control information contains printing layout information 
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("The format type commands include a command SetFormat to set a format", column 24, lines 
63-64, a format inherently contains printing layout information). 

8. With regard to claim 7, Fukunaga discloses a printing method (column 2, line 30) 
comprising inputting the printing control information (command register 43-1, figure 34) defined 
in an AV/C conunand set with an FCP pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard ("FCP packet frame 
retumed from the target ... AV/C response frame", column 18, lines 2-3); inputting still image 
data ("image data provided from the image providing device", column 21, lines 46-47) included 
in a packet pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard (inherent from "printer 102 and a digital video 
camera 101 are connected via a 1394 serial bus", coliunn 6, lines 23-27); and printing said still 
image data ("enable the printer to form an image based on image data provided from the image 
providing device", column 21, lines 46-47); in accordance with the input printing control 
information ("A command sent from the image providing device to the printer ... is used for 
printing", column 22, lines 36-39). 

9. With regard to claim 8, Fukunaga discloses the invention as stated in claim 7. Fukunaga 
further discloses wherein said printing control information contains printing layout information 
("The format type commands include a command SetFormat to set a format", column 24, lines 
63-64, a format inherently contains printing layout information). 

10. With regard to claim 9, Fukimaga discloses an image processing system (figure lA) 
comprising an image processing device (DVC 101, figure lA); said image processing device 
including image processing means (inherent in DVC 101, figure lA) for generating desired still 
image data corresponding to image data inputted from outside ("form an image based on image 
data provided from the image providing device", column 21, lines 46-47); printing control 
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information generating means (command register 43-1, figure 34) for generating the printing 
control information for controlling a printing device ("A command sent from the image 
providing device to the printer ... is used for printing", column 22, lines 36-39); and outputting 
means (1394 serial bus, figure 1 A) for having the still image data generated by said image 
processing means included in a packet pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard for outputting to a 
printing device (inherent from "printer 102 and a digital video camera 101 are connected via a 
1394 serial bus", column 6, lines 23-27), said outputting means defining the printing control 
information generated by said printing control information generating means by an AV/C 
command set consistent with an FCP pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard ("FCP packet frame 
retumed from the target . . . AV/C response frame", column 18, lines 2-3) for outputting to said 
printing device ("In an AV/C protocol, a Function Control Protocol is provided to control 
devices", column 17, lines 61-62); said outputting means outputting said printing control 
information ("A command sent from the image providing device to the printer is v^ritten as a 
command frame into a command register", column 22, lines 36-38) and subsequently outputting 
said still image data to said printing device ("Print data sent from the image providing device to 
the printer is written into a data register", column 22, lines 43-45); input means (1394 serial bus, 
figure 1 A) for inputting said still image data ("image data provided from the image providing 
device", column 21, lines 46-47) and the printing control information from said image 
processing device ("A command is sent from the image providing device to the printer is written 
as a command frame", column 22, lines 36-37); and printing means (printer 102, figxire 1 A) for 
printing the still image data inputted to said input means ("enable the printer to form an image 
based on image data provided from the image providing device", column 21, lines 46-47) in 
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accordance with said printing control information ("A command sent from the image providing 
device to the printer ... is used for printing", column 22, lines 36-39). 

11. With regard to claim 10, Fukunaga discloses the invention as stated in claim 9. Fukunaga 
further discloses wherein said printing control information contains printing layout information 
("The format type commands include a command SetFormat to set a format", column 24, lines 
63-64, a format inherently contains printing layout information). 

12. With regard to claim 11, Fukanaga discloses an image printing method (column 2, line 
30) wherein on the image processing device side (DVC 101, figure lA), desired still image data 
corresponding to image data inputted from outside is generated (inherent function of a digital 
video camera), the printing control information for controlling a printing device is generated ("A 
command sent from the image providing device to the printer ... is used for printing", column 
22, hnes 36-39), the generated printing control information is defined by an AV/C command set 
consistent with an FCP pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard, for transmitting the information to 
the printing device ("FCP packet frame retumed from the target . . . AV/C response frame", 
column 18, lines 2-3), and the so-generated still image data is included in a packet pursuant to 
the IEEE 1394 standard for transmitting the resulting packet to said printing device (inherent 
from "printer 102 and a digital video camera 101 are connected via a 1394 serial bus", column 6, 
lines 23-27); and wherein on the printing device side, the printing control information 
transmitted from the image processing device is received (command register 43-4, figure 34), the 
still image data transmitted from said image processing device is received (data register 43-6, 
figure 34) and wherein said still image data is printed based on the so-received printing control 
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information ("A command sent from the image providing device to the printer ... is used for 
printing", column 22, lines 36-39). 

13. With regard to claim 12, Fukunaga discloses the invention as stated in claim 11. 
Fukimaga further discloses v^herein said printing control information contains printing layout 
information ("The format type commands include a command SetFormat to set a format", 
column 24, lines 63-64, a format inherently contains printing layout information). 

14. With regard to claim 13, Fukunaga discloses a recording medium (figure 2) having stored 
therein an image processing program (software unit 802, figure 2), said image processing 
program comprising generating desired still image data corresponding to image data inputted 
from outside (inherent fiinction of a digital video camera); generating the printing control 
information for controlling a printing device ("The command is used for printing", column 22, 
lines 38-39); defining the generated printing control information by an AV/C command set 
conforming to an FCP pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard for outputting the resulting 
information to said printing device ("FCP packet frame sent from the controller . . . AV/C 
command frame", column 17, line 67 through column 18, line 1); and having the generated still 
image data included in a packet pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard for outputting the resulting 
packet to said printing device (inherent from "printer 102 and a digital video camera 101 are 
connected via a 1394 serial bus", column 6, lines 23-27. 

15. With regard to claim 14, Fukunaga discloses a recording medium (figure 2) having stored 
therein a printing program (software unit 802, figure 2), said printing program comprising 
inputting the printing control information (command register 43-1, figure 34) defined in an AV/C 
command set consistent with an FCP pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard ("FCP packet frame 
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returned from the target . , . AV/C response frame", column 18, lines 2-3); inputting still image 
data ("image data provided from the image providing device", column 21, lines 46-47) included 
in a packet pursuant to the IEEE 1394 standard (inherent from "printer 102 and a digital video 
camera 101 are connected via a 1394 serial bus", column 6, lines 23-27); and printing said still 
image data ("enable the printer to form an image based on image data provided from the image 
providing device", column 21, lines 46-47); in accordance with the input printing control 
information ("A command sent from the image providing device to the printer ... is used for 
printing", column 22, lines 36-39). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin Foster whose telephone number is (703)305-1900. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessfixl, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (703)308-7452. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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